ICVA, VOICE, and the Humanitarian Forum call for humanitarian access
to populations in distress in Syria
27 February 2012
As the respective global and European NGO networks for humanitarian response, our NGO
members, collectively, have a significant capacity to respond to the humanitarian needs in
Syria. Today, too few are working inside the country.
The further escalating armed conflict in Syria is putting the civilian population at immediate
risk and creating untenable living conditions. The UN estimates that between 100,000 and
200,000 people have been forced to leave their homes, while another 500,000 are trapped
by the immediate fighting. Providing these populations with essential life-saving assistance
has become near to impossible, with food and medical assistance as the most pressing
needs.
We urge all parties to comply with international humanitarian law and to ensure full and
unhindered access of impartial humanitarian agencies to the victims of the current crisis.
We join others in calling on the Syrian authorities and all others involved in the conflict to
implement a daily cessation of fighting in all areas affected, to allow the prompt delivery of
impartial humanitarian assistance.
We also urge all relevant international actors to recognise and honour the independence of
humanitarian action. The risk of humanitarian agencies being perceived as aligned with
political or other agendas could have serious consequences for our ability to act. We call on
all international actors, therefore, to avoid any confusion between humanitarian action
and other agendas. Our motivation is strictly humanitarian and based on the imperative to
provide relief to those who need it most.
We call on the relevant Syrian authorities to answer the requests from humanitarian NGOs
that have the capacity to respond to the urgent humanitarian needs in the country. The
authorities should engage with them in order to agree on appropriate humanitarian
programmes and projects. In particular, we urge Syrian authorities to register those NGOs,
which follow internationally-recognised principles and standards aimed at preserving the
independent and impartial character of humanitarian response, as well as the quality and
accountability in delivery.
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